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Song of Christmas 
Babe of supernal beauty, holy Child, 
Glory to God for this blest Day of days, 
When Thou, Prince of Peace, came so meek and mild 


To save the lost, and set the world ablaze. 





O Radiant Light, may Christmas ever be 

A time of exultation as of old, 

When men rejoiced for Thy nativity, 

And saw, revealed, the mystery foretold. 

I hear an echo of the angels’ song, 

And see the humble shepherds stand, aghast, 
Before the heav’nly host, a mighty throng, 
Which proclaimed the fulfillment of the past. 
Today let us proclaim this psalm, and sing: 


Son, First-Born of God, Sovereign Lord, The King! 


—R. Ross Parkhill. 
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LE) ter oS 


Sirs: 

The enclosed card (picture of head of Christ), 
came to me yesterday and I was surprised to see 
that it was sent out by our own Church. I may be 
unduly sensitive to such but if you lived in a Cath- 
olic country and saw the people worshipping cards 
and pictures and idols you would see the danger 
ahead in this picture too Communism enslaves 
the body but the Roman Catholic Church enslaves 
the spiritual side of a man, which is worse. 
This picture, sanctioned by our Church’s General 
Council, may be a small thing but I am reminded 
of the Dutch boy and the dyke on the Zeider Zee. 
On the bottom of the card you will note: “Keep 
this picture with you, in purse or wallet, as a re- 
minder that Christ is with you always.”’ Is this not 
the reason the Catholics have saints?” 

A Missionary to Mexico. 


This paper feels that the General Council in- 
advertently did a very unwise thing in authorizing 
the circulating of this picture of Christ to be used 
as a “reminder” of the presence of Christ. Pictures, 
candles and other ‘aids to worship” are becoming 
increasingly popular, and increasingly dangerous. 
Why, when we deplore the doctrines and the ac- 
tivities of the Roman Catholic Church, do we pro- 
ceed to copy some of their practices which have 
eventually become idolatrous? No person to whom 
the living Saviour is real, needs either picture or 
image to be reminded of Him. We are confident 
that the General Council will reconsider this mat- 
ter and at least look at it in the light of those who 
live in the midst of Catholicism. 


After writing the above we received a closely 
written two-page letter from a missionary in Brazil 
explaining in detail the background of Catholic use 
of pictures in worship, how in that country they are 
used as fetishes and how carefully we should guard 
our Protestant position here in the home land: that 
such practices be not unwittingly started here. 


—Ed. 
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EDITORIAL 
Fear 


The whole world is gripped by Fear, or it might 
be better to say. by an Epidemic of Fears, worse than 
Influenza, or Cholera, or the Black Plague. These 
terrible disease: killed the body, but Fear is killing 
our souls. 


The nations of the world are fearful of each 
other, and are spending billions of dollars to “be 
prepared” for war. Our own nation is burdened 
with debt, and in a state of nervous tension all the 
time. We are feverishly working on new inventions, 
each one more terrible than the other, in order that 
we may protect ourselves from some enemy, and 
we are afraid of the things we invent. In our own 
individual lives we live in dread of the future, and 
have our Social Security safeguards, and our Insur- 
ance Policies. Just as our earth is trembling all the 
time with earthquakes, so our souls are shaken with 
““‘heart-quakes.”’ 


Is there any cure? If so, what is it? 
The Cure for Fear is Faith. 


Not faith in man. All of us now that there are 
many good men in the world who can be trusted, 
but faith in men, even the best of men, is not the 
cure for fear, for these good men will tell you that 
they cannot take away fear; they are neither good 
enough, or wise enouzh, or powerful erough. 


Not faith in Groups of men. I have heard it said 
that the only hope of our world was in the League 
of Nations, or in a World Government. Instead of 
removing our fears these organizations increase 
them, for so far, they have left God out. We have 
a good description of them in the Second Psalm. 


The Cure for Fear is found only in God, the God 
Who has revealed Himself in Nature, in the Bible, 
and in the face of Jesus Christ. The Character of 
God furnishes a firm foundation for Faith; and His 
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voice comes to men, saying, “Fear Not.” 


1. Faith in the Purpose, or Plan of God. This 
Purpose might be expressed in three words: Crea- 
tion; Redemption; Re-creation. There is only one 
way out; it is God’s way; Christ on the Cross; 
Christ in the heart; Christ on the throne. 


2. Faith in the Promises of God; His exceeding 
great and precious promises; Promises concerning 


the World, the Church, and each one of us. 


3. Faith in the Presence of God. He lives in us, 
and goes with us all the way. 


When such a God says, “fear not,” may our 
hearts respond, “J will not fear!’ —J.K.P. 





“CHRIST-LIKE” 
Eulogy Or Blasphemy? 


It is a dangerous thing to speak of a man as 
“Christ-like,” and it can be blasphemous. To speak 
of a man as an exemplification of the “Christ-like 
spirit,” the “embodiment of Jesus,” or the “finest 
Christian in the community,” demands an imme- 
diate examination of who makes such a character- 
ization and about whom are they talking; for we 
find such phrases used to day about men, some of 
whom are not even Christians and about others who 
seemed to have deviated far from the way of Chris- 
tian truth. 


To the minds of some, gentleness, a concern for 
the welfare of others, a willingness to stand up for 
convictions and, if necessary, to break away from 
the usually accepted conventions of society, com- 
bine to make one “Christ-like.” 


Admitting that our Lord was gentle, that He 
was deeply concerned for the welfare of others, 
that He stood for His convictions and that He was 
willing, when indicated, to break away from the 
accepted conventions of His time, it is nevertheless 
blasphemous to think that following such a stan- 
dard alone, makes one “Christ-like,” for pagans 
have done and at times still do the same today. One 
of the most perfect embodiments of this philosophy 
we have ever known was a Chinese gentleman, a 
Confucian scholar, who at the same time repeatedly 
said: “I refuse to accept Christ as my Saviour for 
| cannot accept the claim that He did something 
for me which | cannot do for myself.” 


It is equally blasphemous to speak of the late 
Mahatma Ghandi as a “great Christian,” when he 
was not a Christian at all. 


In speaking of men as “Christ-like” one must 
look at His person and His character. He, the 
eternal Son of God, set an example of gentleness, 
but no one in history has ever more ruthlessly 
denounced sin and recognized it for the soul- 
damning thing which it is. It was because of sin 
and its effect on the human race that He came into 
the world and His program was one of redemption, 
not primarily reformation. 


Our Lord was deeply concerned over the social 
welfare of the men of His day, but it was a matter 
of secondary consideration, for their eternal souls 
came first. By His divine and miraculous power He 
could have set the slaves free, healed all the sick of 
His time, and solved every economic problem. But 
He did not, because His emphasis was on the 
eternal value of the human soul, its absolute need of 
His redeeming and transforming power and the 
importance of eternity, rather than the short span 
of life to be lived in the flesh. His miracles of heal- 
ing and relief had in them the element of love and 
sympathy, of course, but they were primarily to 
prove Who He was—they were His passport to 
prove that He was the Son of God. 


Our Lord stood for His convictions and that was 
because they were based on the eternal truths in- 
herent in His relationship with God the Father 
and with the Holy Spirit. These convictions had to 
do with the reliability and the authority of the 
Scriptures. They had to do with His pre-existence 
with God, His coming to redeem mankind, His 
power over all things and His final and certain 
triumph as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
From these convictions He never deviated and to 
them He dedicated His life and His ministry. 


Our Lord did not hesitate to break away from 
the accepted conventions of His day but He always 
did this in a way to show wherein they were wrong 
and never to embarrass for the sake of embarrass- 
ment. 


For one to be “Christ-like” must certainly in- 
clude the recognition of Christ as God, His Spirit 
as the indwelling third person of the trinity, His 
Word as God’s divine, authentic and authoritative 
revelation, and out of this simple faith in Him and 
the transforming experience of the new-birth to 
become a new creature in Christ, aware of our com- 
plete dependence on Him and of our resulting re- 
sponsibility to our fellow-men, to bring them to a 
like saving faith, 


Few of us would, with our limited understand- 
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ing, characterize David as a “man after God’s own 
heart,” because we are inclined to look at the man 
who sinned so grievously; but David was so de- 
scribed, because he was a sinner who repented and 
who earnestly sought to know and do God’s will. 


Humanitarianism is a worthy ideal for living, 
but its practice does not make one “Christ-like,” 
unless at the same time there is an even greater 
concern for the souls of men, eternally lost out of 


Christ. 


The loose way in which the term “Christ-like” 
is applied to men today is but an evidence of the 
abysmal ignorance, wilful or otherwise, with refer- 
ence to the person and the work of the Lord Jesus 


Christ. 


“For the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man 


looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart.” —L.N.B. 





Getting Tired Of 
Doing Good 


“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in 
due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 


There is a universal law of farming; “never get 
tired and quit.” The farmer who loses heart, who 
faints, who quits, never reaps a harvest. 


Living the Christian life is very much like farm- 
ing. That is one reason for the Bible giving so many 
illustrations from the farm: the Psalmist says, “he 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him.”” The Prophet says, “Break 
up your fallow ground,” and the Great Teacher 
gave us the matchless Parable of the Sower. Paul 
is applying this law to spiritual things when he 
warns us not to “grow weary in well doing.” 


Ail of us know that it is “doing well” to go to 
church; to worship God in His sanctuary. Some 
people get tired coming to church, even some who 
“join the Church.” The faithful attendance upon 
the services of God’s House brings a rich harvest, 


but many never reap that harvest because they do 
not come. 


We know that it is “doing well” to read and 
study God’s Word. Most people agree that it is 
the best Book in the world. How many of us feed 
on the milk, and the bread, and the strong meat, and 
the “honey out of the Rock,” as regularly as we 
feed our bodies each day? 


We know that it is “doing well” to pray. Some 
people pray in emergencies; in times of sorrow, or 
bereavement, or disaster; some “say their prayers” ; 
how many really Pray? How many of us listen until 
we hear his voice, or thank Him for His many 
blessings, or pour out our hearts, our very souls, in 
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supplication and intercession? How many get tired 
and quit? 


We know that it is “doing well” to be kind and 
courteous and helpful and loving in our contact 
with others; to go about doing good, as Jesus did. 
Do we ever get tired doing good to people about us, 
especially when they do not seem to appreciate what 
we do? 


Farming is hard work: farming is “humdrum” 
work; the farmer has no “cheering squad” or brass 
band, or a stadium full of spectators. So with our 
everyday Christian lives. It will help to remember 
Jesus’ words: “Inasmuch as ye did it to the least 
of these My brethren ye did it to Me.” 


\lay we keep ut it; keep on “doing well” until 
we reap a rich harvest, a:.d “come again with re- 
joicing, bringing our sheaves with us.”—J.K.P. 


Are You Sensitive? 


In one way it is unfortunate to be overly sensi- 
tive; that is, to react to the slights or criticisms of 
others and to be made miserable by rudeness, imag- 
ined or otherwise. 


On the other hand, Christians need to be sensitive 
to the feelings and the needs of others. Only too 
often we say something which may cut another and 
hurt him deeply. Had we stopped and put our- 
selves in their place we would not have been guilty 
of so speaking. We should be sensitive to the many 
little social amenities which can do so much to 
make our relationships with others the pleasant and 
harmonious thing they should be. Where race or 
religious tensions exist they are so often due to a 
lack of a sensitiveness to the rights and feelings of 
oth+rs. Again, we Christians need to be sensitive to 
the yersonal needs of people less fortunate than our- 
selves and to offer our sympathetic interest and help 
insofar as it is possible. 


But, the type of sensitiveness most important of 
all is sensitiveness to the leading of God’s Holy 
Spirit. One of the Christian’s greatest blessings and 
privileges is in having God the Holy Spirit actuaily 
lead in one’s personal life, not only in the major 
decisions of life but also in the daily tasks. To make 
this blessed experience operative it is necessary for 
us to live close to our Lord, ever seeking to know 
and to do His holy will. When we present to Him 
such an attitude He gives us hearts sensitive to His 
leading. This leading may come in a multiplicity of 
ways but there also comes an inward voice which 
says: “This is the way, walk ye in it.” 


David was asking for the sensitive heart and 
mind when he prayed: “Cause me to hear thy 
lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I 
trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should 
walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.” —L.N.B. 
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Pronouncements 


This editor has been following with some interest 
the preliminary bulletins of the National Council 
of Churches, which have to do with the 1954 meet- 
ing to be held in Evanston, IIl. 


It is obvious that this meeting is being arranged 
and a build-up prepared for a series of declarations 
and pronouncements with reference to the Church 
and contemporary world conditions and order. 


That pronouncements may be needed on some 
matters is true, but the question which recurs again 
and again in the minds of evangelical Christians 
is this: 


How can an organization, such as the National 
Council of Churches, which consistently refuses to 
make an official pronouncement on the content of 
the Christian faith itself, hope to make effective 
pronouncements on matters on which Christians 
themselves differ greatly? 


To this Journal the fallacy of such a super- 
Church organization rests in the fact that the or- 
ganization itself depends for its very existence on 
shutting its eyes to Christian doctrine, while at the 
same time it makes very clear and definite pro- 
nouncements on human relationships. 


This may make some sense to some but it is evi- 
dent that a great many thinking laymen in par- 
ticular are beginning to ask how this can be. If the 
National Council is to make categorical pronounce- 
ments on the content of Christian human relation- 
ships then let it define Christianity itself. 


Because it has refused to so state and define 
Christianity, many will question its right to define 
Christian human relationships. —H.B.D. 





Why Tithe? 


1. Because God has told us to tithe. 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.” 


2. Because it will bring a blessing to me. 
“As ye abound in everything, in faith, and ut- 
terance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, 
and in your love to us, see that ye abound in 
this grace also . . . for this is expedient for 
you.” 


3. Because it will make possible the Gospel reaching 
some who otherwise would not have it. 

“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the 

Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call 
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on him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach except they be sent?” 


Because with the remaining nine-tenths I will be 
able to have everything that I need. 


“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness and all these things shall be add- 
ed unto you.” 


Because those who give to Him prosper. 
“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, 
and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that you 
mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” 


Because the Holy Spirit is given to me to make 

effective my witness to Christ when I obey God. 
“The God of our Father raised up Jesus . . . to 
be a Prince and a Saviour . . . and we are his 
witnesses of these things; and so is also the 
Holy Spirit whom God hath given to them 
that obey him.” 


7. Because my gift will reveal me to God even as 


His gift of Christ has revealed Him to me. 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
“Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the 
churches, the proof of your love.” 
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Sixtieth Anniversary Of The 
Korean Mission - 1892-1952 


By Joe B. Hopper 


November 27 was Thanksgiving Day for the 
Korean Mission in a very special sense. This was the 
day selected by the three Presbyteries of North 
Chulla Province to celebrate the sixtieth anniver- 
sary of this mission. Due to the war, it was impos- 
sible to include the South Chulla Province in this 
celebration, but all except two of the missionaries 
now on the field were present. In spite of a steady 
rain all day long, Korean friends from far and wide 
gathered to thank God for six decades of missionary 
service, In this period approximately 750 churches 
have sprung up in the Chulla Provinces, whereas in 
November of 1892 there were none whatsoever. 


The gymnasium of the Mission High School for 

vs was decorated for this special occasion. In the 
nA&rning a volley-ball tournament featured teams 
frM various mission institutions and church organ- 
iza tyns. Proof that our mission is not quite yet 
deac\is indicated by the fact that our missionary 
team Sot third prize (a comb apiece!) These hours 
of rec‘Kation were indicative of the close spirit of 
“fun aral fellowship” between us all as we entered 
into the Yay’s activities. 


The ai&rnoon was yiven over to a more serious 
observance {of the occasion, with a service of wor- 
ship and thQnks for God’s blessing upon the work 
of the Miss%n. The moderator of North Chulla 
Presbytery p&sided and the moderator of Kunsan 
Presbytery prached on Acts 1:8. The latter is a 
second generat¥n minister, his father having been 
one of the prominent Presbyterian ministers of 
early days. Pointing out that “witnesses” are 
bearers of the most reliable testimony, he noted 
that the Apostles were: (1) witnesses of Christ’s 
life, death, resurrection, and escension; (2) re- 
ceivers of the Holy Spirit through whom they were 
able to recall what they had witnessed; and (3) 
were obedient to the command of Christ to witness 
to the uttermost part of the world. He climaxed 
his message with a rapid survey of the great mis- 
sionary figures of history, concluding wiih the names 
of those who first began missionary work in Korea, 
naming the original seven missionaries of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., of whom Mrs. W. D. Rey- 
nolds and Mrs. William Junkin are still living. 
“We bless God this day and offer thanks for the 
bearers of the Gospel who have come to us. We 
pray that they will continue to expand their labors 


among us to the glory of God and the winning of 
Korea to Jesus Christ!” 


Another highlight of the celebration was the ac- 
count by Rev. Yoon Sik-myung (now 82 years old) 
of his early experiences with some of our first mis- 
sionaries. Having been one of the first converts in 
this area he could recall tales from the beginning of 
mission work here. Aside from the accounts them- 
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selves, his tales served to emphasize the amazing 
growth of the Church in Korea, and the tremen- 
dous contrast of Korea today with Korea sixty years 
ago. This service was concluded with speeches of 
congratulation by various friends, including the 
Governor of the Province, and the local commander 
of the United Nations Civil Assistance Command. 
Commemorative plaques were presented to the mis- 
sionaries, The governor presented two special cross- 
shaped medals to be sent to Mrs. Reynolds and 
Mrs. Junkin, two of the original missionaries who 
came to Korea in 1892. In his speech of reply, rep- 
resenting the Mission, Rev. W. A. Linton remarked 
that this was Thanksgiving Day for us in a very 
special way. To all of us the warm hand-shakes of 
our Korean friends and their earnest expressions of 
congratulation and gratitude at the end of the ser- 
vice were even more meaningful than the formal 
speeches, 

In the evening we gathered once more for a spe- 
cial concert which was arranged under the auspices 
of Dr. Kim Hong-jun. After a few numbers by 
various musical groups from our mission schools, 
Dr. Kim conducted us in a service of worship and 
music. Koreans and missionaries alike were inspired 
by the succession of prayers, Scripture portions, and 
sacred music, under the direction of Dr. Kim. All 
the music was composed by Dr. Kim, and he dis- 
played brilliant musicianship in directing the choir 
of fifty voices, accompanied by five organs (“pump- 
organs”) and a piano. Seldom anywhere does one 
hear such magnificent music as that to which we 
were treated. The Scriptural basis for these an- 
thems were a profound expression of the feelings of 
one and all: Heb. 13:15; Eph. 5:18-19; John 4: 
23-24; Psalm 1; and Psalm 150. 

“Let everything that hath breath praise 

the Lord, 
Praise ye the Lord.” 

In Korea all life moves in a sixty-year cycle. Hence 
the sixtieth birthday is the time of greatest celebra- 
tion during the lifetime of any person. Having 
passed through life’s cycle once, a person begins life 
over again at the age of sixty. This significance was 
by no means overlooked as our Korean Mission 
passed its sixtieth birthday. We pray that God may 
richly bless and prosper and magnify our labors as 
we enter upon our “second life” as a mission! 





It Came From Texas 


The exceptionally fine drawing, “Everlasting 
Victor,” which appeared on the front of the De- 
cember 10 JoURNAL and which has elicited so much 
favorable comment, was drawn by Jack Hamm, 
whose work is produced by “Religious Drawings,” 
of Waco, Tex. 

Mr. Hamm is an artist of exceptional skill and 
has dedicated his talents to Christian drawing. This 
JouRNAL hopes to make further use of his work in 
the future and is thankful for this effective means 
of Christian witness. —Ed. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 








LESSON FOR JANUARY 4 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Tracing Character To Its Source 


Scripture: Matthew 15. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalms 51:6-11, 15-17. 


As a man thinketh in his heart, so he is. The source of Character is the Heart. Weymouth, in his transla- 
tion of I Peter 3:3, 4+, puts it this way: “Your adornment ought not to be a merely outward thing — one 
of plaiting the hair, putting on jewelry or wearing beautiful dresses. Instead of that, it should be a new nature 
within — the imperishable ornament of a gentle and peaceful spirit, which is indeed precious in the sight of 
God.” The whole philosophy of the Pharisee was to make the outside respectable and beautiful and to leave 


the inside full of dead men’s bones and all manner 
of corruption. It was a crime in their sight to eat 
with unwashed hands, but all right to eat with un- 
washed hearts — with hatred and all kinds of sin 
within. 


When Massilon had preached before Louis XIV 
on the subject of ‘the outward man,” and “the in- 
ner man,” the king exclaimed as he left the church, 
“I know those two men.” (Quoted by Weymouth 
from F. W. Farrar, “Texts Explained”). | think 
most of us “know those two men.” Character has 
to do with the “inner man,” the “hidden man of 
the heart.” 


In his Introductory Remarks to his “Bunyan 
Characters,” Dr. Alexander Whyte has some strik- 
ing things to say about Character. Allow me to 
quote some of his sentences: “The word ‘character’ 
occurs only once in the New Testament, and that 
is in the passage in the Prologue of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, where the original word is translated, 
‘express image’ in our version. Our Lord is the 
Express Image of the Invisible Father. - - - The 
Son is thus the Father’s character stamped upon and 
set forth in human nature. The Word was made 
flesh. This is the highest and best use to which our 
so expressive word ‘character’ has ever been put. 
-- - There are more clever people than good people ; 
character — high, spotless, saintly character, — is 
a far rarer thing than talent or even genius. Char- 
acter is an infinitely better thing than either of these, 
and it is of corresponding rarity. - - - ‘Character,’ 
answers Butler, in his bald, dry, deep way, ‘by char- 
acter is meant that temper, taste, disposition, whole 
frame of mind from whence we act in one way 
rather than another - - - those principles from which 
a man acts, when they become fixed and habitual in 
him we call his character’ - - - And we cease to 
wonder so much at the care God takes of human 
character, and the cost He lays out upon it, when 
we think that it is the only work of His hands that 


shall last forever. - - - All else we possess or pur- 
sue shall fade and perish, our moral character shall 
alone survive. - - - And we also shall carry our 


moral character to heaven: it is the only thing we 
have worth carrying so far.” (This whole Introduc- 
tion is one of the richest of Dr. Whyte’s writings). 

Our Memory Selection, “Keep thy heart with 
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all diligence: for out of it are the issues of life,” is 
a splendid summary of the teaching of Christ in 
our lesson today, in this controversy with the Phari- 
sees. If we keep our hearts Pure and Clean, Warm 
and Tender, Fixed on God and heavenly things, and 
Full of the fruit of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance”; if we think on the things which are 
honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report, on virtue 
and on praise, then our character will become like 
that of Christ. If we have these graces in our hearts, 
we need not worry too much about dirty hands. 
Dirty hearts are what will condemn us in the sight 
of God. 


David, in our Devotional Reading, recognizes 
this truth. His terrible sins came from an unclean 
mind and heart. “Behold, thou desirest truth in the 
inward parts,” “Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
and renew a right spirit within me’; “The sacri 
fices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 


I. Jesus’ Answer to the Scribes 
and Pharise es. l 5 . | 9. 


These enemies of Jesus were constantly asking, 
Why: Why does your Master eat with publicans 
and sinners? Why do His disciples break the Sab 
bath law? Why do thy disciples transgress the tra 
dition of the elders? Notice how these formalists 
stress Tradition! They seemed to think more of the 
tradition of the elders than of the Scriptures. There 
was no law of God which commanded a man to 
wash his hands before every meal. There were, of 
course, many regulations concerning ceremonial 
cleansing which were largely typical. 


Jesus answered them, as He often did, by asking 
a far more important question: Why do ye also 
transgress the commandment of God by your tradi 
tion ? 


(In our recent political campaign, we had many 
incidents which reminded us of the old saying about 
“the pot calling the kettle black,” and in our deal 
ings with the Communists we are constantly aware 
of the same tactics on the part of these notorious 
liars). 


In the case before us, God had commanded them 
to “honor father and mother.” One of the ways that 
we “honor” them is to take care of them when they 
are old, if they need our aid. These men tried to 
get around this obligation to their parents by say- 
ing, “It is a gift” to God by “whatsoever thou 
mightest be profited by me”: namely, they pre- 
tended to give to God what they owed to their par- 
ents, and in this way dishonored both God and 
their father and mother. Thus they made the com- 
mandment of God of none effect. He sums it up 
by saying that they were teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. If we read Church History 
we will soon find that the Pharisees are not the 
only ones who are guilty of doing this. Indeed, a 
large section of the Church has been engaged in 
this practice for many centuries. 


II. His Explanation to the 
Multitudes: 10-14. 


Real defilement is internal, not external. It is 
easy to wash off the dirt which gathers on our hands, 
but it is a far different matter when we try to get 
rid of uncleanness of mind and heart and soul! 
“Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a 
man.” Why? Material things cannot touch the 
spirit of man. It is out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaks. Doctors used to look at the 
tongue and tell us about the upset condition of the 
stomach. When we hear a man speak we can judge 
of the upset condition of mind and heart. The 
scribes and Pharisees, if they had realized it, were 
laying bare their souls when they asked this ques- 
tion. 


They were offended, but Jesus showed their real 
condition when He went on to say, Let them alone: 
they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind 
lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 


All formalists are “blind leaders of the blind.” 
We have an abundance of such leaders today, in the 
state, and, I am afraid, in the Church also. If we 
in America do not get rid of them we will soon be 
“in the ditch” of Socialism and Communism. In 
Jeremiah’s day he could say: “A wonderful and 
horrible thing is committed in the land; The pro- 
phets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule 
by their means; and my people love to have it so: 
and what will ye do in the end thereof?” Our land 
is saturated with sin, and these “blind leaders of the 
blind,” instead of calling us all to repentance, are 
trying to whitewash, and put on some external 
salve, when there must be a cleansing of heart, if 
America is to be saved. 


III. Jesus’ Explanation to 
Peter: 15-20. 


Peter asks that He declare unto them this para- 
ble. Jesus was often amazed at their lack of under- 
standing: “Are ye also yet without understanding? 
He proceeds to tell Peter what it is that actually 
defiles: For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
and giving a most revealing list of the heart of man 
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which is deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked. He closes by saying that to eat with un- 
washed hands defiles not a man. 


I read an interesting account of a noted surgeon 
who took a man’s brains out of his head, washed 
them, and then put them back again. There are a 
lot of people who need such an operation, not on 
their physical brains, but on their intellects. Would 
it not be a wonderful achievement if hearts could 
be washed in this way? I suppose it would be im- 
possible in the case of our flesh and blood hearts, 
but our spiritual hearts — the inner man — can be 
so cleansed. Thank God for that! The washing of 
regeneration can renew us in every part. The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin: ““Wash 
me, and [| shall be whiter than snow.” Only thus 
can our characters become like His Who is the 
Express Image of the Invisible God. 





“Calvin Said...” 


(On Suffering For Christ's Sake) 


“It might seem at first blush absurd, that Luke 
should find honor in disgrace . . . But we must here 
bear in mind the cause which associates us with the 
Son of God, who not only swallows up the shame 
of the world with His glory, but also turns re- 
proaches, slanders and the mockings of the world 
into great honor. By reason of which it is not aston- 
ishing that so few are found who are strong and 
stout enough to bear the cross, because we are al- 
most all drowned and overwhelmed with the con- 
sciousness of the flesh; and there is hardly one in 
a hundred who feels that the reproach of Christ 
far excels all the triumphs of the world — which 
is the only true source of comfort. Therefore we 
must the more carefully think upon this saying: 
that we are in this day companions with Christ and 
sharers in His sufferings that we may be partakers 
of His glory.”* 


This brief passage hardly needs comment. How 
true it is that today we have lost the sense of the 
“fellowship of suffering.” Most of us would feel 
that we were being unfairly treated by the Lord, 
if He would clearly call on us to suffer for His sake. 
It is a matter of interest that the periods in the 
world’s history when men of God have thought 
and written most deeply on the Goodness of God 
have been periods when mankind knew what it was 
to suffer or to have the foundations of civilization 
broken up: witness Augustine, whose writings were 
penned while the Roman empire crumbled into dust, 
or the Reformers who wrote of the Love of God 
while the Black Plague carried off the populaticn 
of Europe by the tens of thousands. God has not 
deserted us when we are called upon to suffer. In 
a sense, it is — for the Christian — a tribute to 


his faith. 





*From the Commentary on Acts 5:41. 
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World Hookup 


DEVOTION : 


Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 
Invocation. 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign.” 

Offering. 

Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-16. 

Prayer. 

Hymn—“I Am Thine, O Lord.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


For the next two Sundays our programs will 
carry the theme being introduced this evening, that 
of world-wide fellowship among believers and the 
universal responsibility of the Church in its mis- 
sionary outreach. Often we are so occupied with 
local or denominational interests that we lose sight 
of the larger aspect of the Church of Christ, and 
the fellowship which is ours with all who believe in 
Him with saving faith. Let us examine the matter 
as carefully as time will permit in this brief dis- 
cussion. 


First SPEAKER: 


Many movements are abroad in the world today 
to provide a closer association between various 
church groups. This trend is being fostered with 
the thought in mind that a close working affiliation 
will strengthen the Christian movement. However, 
there is a real danger that organization may be- 
come a substitute for the vital spiritual union with- 
out which there is no basis for true fellowship nor 
hope of advance. True Christian fellowship is the 
fellowship of all who have been born again of the 
Spirit of God, baptized into the body of Jesus 
Christ, made members of His body and members of 
one another in Him, and who have been made to 
drink of one Spirit. (I Cor. 12). It is a spiritual 
fellowship, for which organization can never be a 
replacement. No movement of an ecumenical char- 
acter can produce such a fellowship. It can only be 
realized through the work of the Holy Spirit, 
through whose power believers are made one in 
Christ. Men may combine Churches and thus create 
an organizational union which may sponsor great 
movements, but only the Spirit of God may join 
men to Christ and to one another in Him, thus 
creating a spiritual fellowship in which there is the 
unity of the Spirit and through which the power of 
God may be manifest in the world. We who are 
the youth of our Church should realize this vital 
distinction and avoid being caught up in the popular 
movements of the day at the sacrifice of our devo- 
tion to Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Paul de- 
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scribes the fellowship as being comprised of those 
who “worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” 
If this position seems narrow, we would do well to 
remember that the way is narrow, and those who 
walk in it must walk by faith. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


If the Bible is true. and we believe it to be the 
very word of God, then the followers of Jesus 
Christ will always be in the minority. This does 
not discourage us for we are not dependent upon 
numbers, but upon the power of God. Our first 
speaker has indicated the basis for true fellowship, 
and our second speaker will indicate something of 
the nature of this fellowship. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


The Apostle John, in his first epistle, as he 
writes of the love of God for sinful men and of the 
love that the saints are to have for God and for 
one another, indicates that this fellowship is a fel- 
lowship of love. John says: “And truly our fellow- 
ship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ.” This fellowship is founded upon the fact 
that God loved us enough to give His Son to die 
for our sins. Then we love Him because He first 
loved us, and we know that “we have passed from 
death unto life,” and that we have entered into this 
fellowship, “because we love the brethren.” Paul, 
in our scripture selection for this evening, reminds 
us that we are to forbear one another in love, and 
in the next chapter, still dealing with the theme of 
the fellowship of believers, he says: “Walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given him- 
self for us.” This love of God, shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost, knows no boundaries of 
race or color, and utterly disregards all social dis- 
tinctions as established by wealth or culture. When 
a Christian meets a Christian, though for the first 
time, there is a bond of love that binds their hearts 
together and through which a blessed fellowship is 
already established. Paul says: “If any man love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed.” 
Then, by way of contrast, he says: “Grace be with 
all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity.”” Where men love Christ, they will love one 
another in Him, and there will be the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


There are those who trade upon this doctrine of 
love to further their own ends, saying that if we 
love God we will call all men brothers and join 
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hands with them regardless of what they may be- 
lieve. An honest heart will realize that it is because 
we love Him that we cannot join hands with those 
who deny the virgin birth, who do not count His 
atoning blood as precious, who lightly consider the 
truth of the resurrection (when God makes belief 
in the resurrection essential to salvation - Romans 
10:9), and who do not regard the Bible as in- 
fallibly inspired. Fellowship in Christ is for those 
who are of like precious faith. But I’m getting into 
our next speaker's theme. Let us listen to him. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

There is a sense in which we as Christians are to 
love all men. “God so loved the world ... ” and 
we must love as He loved. We love men in that we 
do not want to see them perish without God and 
without hope, so we strive to reach them for Christ 
as we tell the gospel story of Jesus and His love. 
Our love for lost men is the fruit of our having 
been saved. Paul, in the fifth chapter of Second 
Corinthians, indicates this truth as he says: “The 
love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead ... Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ.” In other words, when we realize that 
Christ died for sinners, we who have been saved 
from sin long for others to be saved, so we preach 
the gospel, beseeching men to be reconciled to God. 
However, we have no basis for fellowship with the 
unsaved. We are kind to them. We long to help 
them. We deal patiently with them. We pray for 
them, and witness to them, but we do not have 
fellowship with them, for our fellowship is with 
the Father (against whom sinners have rebelled) 
and with His Son Jesus Christ (whom they have 
not received and do not know). Our fellowship, if 
it is to be truly Christian, must be with other Chris- 
tian young people, who, all around the world, have 
believed in Jesus Christ, and are thus cleansed by 
His blood and born of His Spirit. To all who are 
Christian we extend the right hand of fellowship. 
To all others we extend a hand of friendship, in- 
viting them to join the fellowship by receiving 
Christ into their hearts by faith, beseeching them to 
be reconciled to God. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Surely the distinction between fellowship with 
believers and love for those who are unbelievers 
should be clear in our minds. The fellowship we 
have with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ, and with all who believe in Him does not 
cause us to withdraw from association with others, 
but causes us to go to them with the message of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. It warms our hearts and 
strengthens our faith and constrains us to tell the 
good news that Christ died for sinners. Christian 
fellowship builds a barrier against the evils of the 
world, but keeps an open door of love for those who 
would flee from the wrath to come. Let us thank 
God for having drawn us into this fellowship of 
love, and pray that He may use us to draw others. 
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Women’s Work 


Christ For The Women Of Congo 
By Mary B. Crawford 





LULABOURG, AFRICA. 


May | introduce you to a woman in Congo? 
Here she comes with a basket of corn balanced grace- 
fully upon her head and with her baby carried on her 
hip, coming from the field where she has spent the 
major portion of the day labouring that her family 
may have food to eat. If her husband is working for 
a foreigner, or if he is a chief, or if he has large 
fields in which she works with him and from which 
they sell fruits and vegetables, she will be clothed in 
a bright colored garment flowing to the ground with 
a bright rayon silk handkerchief tied jauntily upon 
her head. 


If she has no such means, then she will be dressed 
in a scanty loin cloth and with nothing on her head. 
She may be an old woman, stooped from her years 
of hard labor, swaying from side to side as she carries 
her heavy burden on her head, perhaps walking with 
a stick to steady her steps. Or she may be a young 
woman or a young girl, perhaps 18 years old, or 
vounger, but already bearing the burden of a family, 
the light of youth already gone from her eyes. 


If she is a Christian, there will be an air about 
her different from that of the non-Christian, for she 
has a hope and a joy which the latter does not have. 
She will probably have been trained in a Mission 
School and is married to a Christian husband. Her 
Christian faith will show in her eyes and on her face. 


But whether she be Christian or non-Christian she 
has some needs which only Christ can supply. First, 
may I mention that she needs comfort in sorrow. 
When illness and death come to an African woman, 
she is just as much in need of comfort and peace as 
any of us. She may show a stoical spirit, but deep 
underneath there is the longing for comfort and 
satisfaction of soul. The death-wail of the unre- 
deemed African is heart-breaking, the despair over 
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illness, the turning to the witch-doctors and charm- 
makers for help and protection against forces which 
they cannot control, stir us constantly with the 
realization that Christ alone can meet this need in 
Congo. 


The Congolese are an emerging people, suffering 
growing pains of civilization as their standard of 
living is very slowly being raised and as they are 
being brought into contact with the outside world. 
A new economic status, service in the last war by 
thousands of conscripted soldiers going as far away 
as North Africa and Italy, news from America and 
Europe by radio in French which may have been 
learned in mission schools, all of this is causing a 
tremendous upheavel in the viewpoint and character 
of our people. It is all having a great effect upon the 
womanhood of Africa. Only Christ can help them 
adjust to such far-reaching changes. 


A superficial knowledge of Him and His message 
leads only to distress of heart, as they accept the 
freedom which comes to them with the knowledge 
that He has lifted the status of womanhood through 
the centuries. They must be carefully nurtured and 
advised regarding their Christian life and their re- 
lations to their husbands and children. Too often 
this newfound freedom becomes license. 


Men in Congo are adjusting to these changes in 
secular life more rapidly and easily than their moth- 
ers and wives and daughters, and there is a distance 
created between them. They sometimes become im- 
patient with the slowness with which their women- 
folk accept change, and they continue to look upon 
them as inferior to themselves in intellect. So the 
Congo woman needs training in marriage and home- 
making and child care. 


The Christian woman needs development of her 
faith and her Christian life through service, else in 
her constant acceptance of services done for her she 
become stagnant. Particularly is this true in the large 
urban centers near white cities and towns and along 
the railroad in the Congo. She does not have as much 
work to do because there are no fields for her to 
cultivate since there is not room for such near her 
city home, and on this account temptations to neglect 
her Christian faith through inactivity are great. 
An outlet for Christian service must be provided. 
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But the greatest need of all of the Congo woman, 
as of all women everywhere, is a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ that transforms her life into the 
likeness of her Lord, not just an acquaintance with 
Him, but a heart-filling experience of His power in 
her heart. 

To meet these needs is the purpose of our 
Church’s Mission in the Congo. Our people there 
are moving from the hinterland to the urban centers 
by the hundreds, even by the thousands, and it is an 
increasing necessity that we make more adequate 
provision for their Christian training in the urban 
centers. It is with the deepest gratitude that the 
African Mission expresses its appreciation to the 
Women of the Church for offering to us the Birth- 
day Offering of 1951. These gifts will be used, 
under God’s guidance, to meet the needs briefly ex- 
plained above. 

Chapels will be built in all the urban centers of 
our Mission, or present ones will be enlarged to ac- 
comodate the worshippers. Additional space will be 
provided for special training for the women of the 
congregations and the urban communities. Training 
centers on the Mission Stations for the girlhood of 
the land will supplement the wonderful service 
rendered by the Girls’ Homes built by the Women 
of the Church with the Birthday Offering of 1933. 

The chapels will be centers from which the glori- 
ous Gospel will be spread into every home, centers 
to which the women may come for services of wor- 
ship and training in home-making and child-care and 
from which they will be sent out in special service 
projects, for the time has come when they should be 
encouraged to help others. In connection with these 
chapels there will be built rooms for sewing and 
cooking, libraries and reading rooms which will be 
used by the youth from the homes of these women, 
every means being used for the spiritual growth of 
the family. 

The Congo woman stands before us with a burden 
on her head, with a burden on her back, with an 
unutterable burden in her heart, and only Christ 
can lift it. She stands sometimes in dejection, some- 
times in defiance, sometimes in patient stoicism, 
sometimes with the light of hope in her eyes. YOU 
can help to meet her need as Christ calls you to share 
her burdens. 
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Wings For The Soul 
My Mother Taught Me 


To read the Bible and to pray every day; 
To right each wrong before the sun went down; 
To count ten before speaking when angry; 
To give of my own spending money to God’s work. 
To call upon sick friends and to carry 

flowers to them from my own garden; 


To form habits of regularity, touching all 
phases of life. 


To attend all services of the Church. 

To take Jesus with me wherever I chose to go, 
but to choose, therefore, only those 
places where Jesus would be loved. 


To give service to Him in every way possible 
And to seek His guidance before any plan 
made for personal action be carried out. 
Her favorite expression was, “The Lord 
willing.” 


To be faithful and to love God and my 


neighbor ; 


To be true, and 
To be trustworthy. 


My Mother taught me these principles for 
Christian living. 





The Bible Has Always Been 
The Source Of Freedom 


The Bible is of vital importance in teaching free- 
dom. Last year in a broadcast from Tokyo I re- 
ported an interview in which General MacArthur 
told me of the need for enough Bibles for all the 
eighty million people in Japan. 


Dictators fear the Bible—and for good reason. It 
inspired the Magna Charta and the Declaration of 
Independence. 


Justino Quispe, an Aymara Indian living in 
South America, writes: “I want so much that 
my race may have all the Word of God in their 
own native tongue for the good news has 
brought such wonderful changes to my people. 
It seems that Christ himself is dwelling in our 
villages.” 


It is exciting news that in most of the world people 
are pleading for the Bible. The Holy Scriptures in 
more than 150 languages are being supplied in large 
number in Korea, Greece, Japan, South America, 
China, Africa, Germany. Even Bibles in Russian are 
in demand in Europe. (Who knows how many are 
going inside Russia). 


There are millions more who would read 
eagerly ... but will not have the Bible unless we— 
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you and I—right now give to help the American 
Bible Society which since 1816 has been our organ- 
ization for translating, publishing and distributing 
the Holy Scriptures. 


Will you join with me in sending your gift today 
to supply the Bible—the source of freedom. Here 
is a good place to invest dollars to build a free world. 


—Lowell Thomas 
For American Bible Society. 


Church News 


Union Theological 


Seminary 


Richmond, Va.—Dr. Paul J. Tillich, Professor 
at Union Theological Seminary in New York and 
internationally known Christian Philosopher, will 
deliver the 1952-53 James Sprunt Lectures at 
Union ‘Theological Seminary next March 1-5, it 
has been announced by Dr. Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr., 
President of the Richmond Seminary. 








The German-born philosopher, referred to by 
Time Magazine as “Protestantism’s number one 
philosopher,” will replace Dr. Emil Brunner, Pro- 
fessor of Theology at the University of Zurich, 
Switzerland, who was originally scheduled for the 
lectureship. Ill health and a recent death in his 
family have forced Dr. Brunner to cancel all speak- 
ing engagements in this country for the coming 
year. 


The Sprunt Lectures, endowed in 1911 by Mr. 
James Sprunt, of Wilmington, N. C., is an annual 
event at Union Theological Seminary, and has 
made a definite contribution to the field of Chris- 
tian thought and literature throughout its forty- 
year history. Outstanding religious leaders and 
scholars from all over the world have delivered the 
Sprunt Lectures, designed with the double purpose 
of affording fuller training to the students for their 
future ministry and of creating a powerful and per- 
manent Christian literature. Each lecture series is 
published in book form after delivery here, and 
many outstanding works have resulted from these 
lectures, 





Albemarle Presbytery 


Albemarle Presbytery met in Called Session on 
December 11, 1952, in the new Educational Build- 
ing of the First Presbyterian Church, Greenville, 
N.C. 

Seventeen ministers and eight ruling elders were 
present. The moderator, Rev. R. Murphy Wil- 


liams, Jr., First Presbyterian Church, Wilson, 
N. C., presided. 
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Rev. James B. Ficklen was received into Albe- 
marle Presbytery as pastor of the Howard Me- 
morial Church, Tarboro, N. C. Letters of com- 
mendation were read from the Covenant Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, N. C., where he had 
served as co-pastor, and from Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery. 


A commission was appointed to install Mr. 
Ficklen on January 4, 1953, at 7:30 P.M., as fol- 
lows: Rev. E. L. Oakes, to preside and propound 
the constitutional questions; Rev. Harold J. Dud- 
ley, to preach the sermon; Rev. Norman Johnson, 
to charge the pastor; and Ruling Elder James S. 
Ficklen, to charge the congregation; with R. Lee 
Corbett, alternate. 


The pastoral relations of Rev. D. Grier Woody 
and the Bear Grass - Roberson Churches was dis- 
solved, and Mr. Woody given permission to labor 
outside the bounds of Presbytery. 

J. W. Hassell, Stated Clerk. 





BOOKS 


“Treason In American Education - A Case His- 
tory.” By Frederick Rand Rogers. Published by 
Pleiades Publications, Palo Colorado Canyon, Mon- 
terey, Calif. Price $3.00. 


There has been a growing conviction that many 
educational institutions in America have not lived 
up to their trust. Few have been bold enough to 
expose this breach in trust. This book represents an 
exposure of the failure of Stanford University to 
abide by the stipulations of its founders and bene- 
factors. This book has been prepared primarily for 
parents, school and college trustees, and statesmen. 
It emphasizes the willful irresponsibilities of what 
is known as “higher education.” 


Dr. Rogers does not pretend to be an eminent 
Christian, but he does display a high moral sense 
of equity and honesty. He aimed through this book 
to help rescue the schools and colleges of America 
from short-visioned science, the cynical materialism 
of anti-religion, and the cult of academic license. 
The author is a college-bred man. He came from a 
family of educators. He is listed in ‘“‘Who’s Who In 
America” as having his A.B. and M.A. degrees from 
Stanford University and his Ph.D. from Columbia 
University in Educational Administration. He is 
noted as a lecturer on pedagogical subjects and an 
experienced school surveyor. 


Many fine insights are expressed in this volume. 
We submit a few samples. “Moreover, perhaps the 
worst of betrayals is to condone betrayals; it is 
even betrayal of betrayers.” “Fifty-odd years of 
betrayal, and this far-western institution ‘of the 
higher learning’ continues to grow in body and 
limb, while the cancer within its vitals (implanted 
there by Andrew D. White’s Cornell, Berlin Uni- 
versity—a lip of Clotho’s loom?), continues to ex- 
ude its poisonous juices. Proud are its trustees, 
executives, faculties, alumni: proud of their uni- 
versity’s physique and fame, proud of its scientific 
discoveries and technical inventions, proud of its 
expanding student body and campus, proud—simul- 
taneously!—of its own professors’ ‘freedoms’ and 
their steadily more constricting influences upon 
professors elsewhere ... While the wind of freedom 
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blows upon the Stanford campus: blows away ak 
most every vestige of its founders’ wills. For has 
not its third president reminded his own trustees 
that ways can always be found to do this very 
thing?” 


In 1900 Jane Lathrop Stanford advised Preside..t 
Jordan thus: “The development of the soul is by 
far the most essential thing in life. All education 
should tend toward this one aim.” This was the ex- 
pressed desire of Mrs. Leland Stanford. Dr. Rogers 
throughout this book shows how tragically the au- 
thorities of this university departed from this noble 
aim. 


An attack on educational institutions will cer- 
tainly not add to the popularity of the author. One 
thing is sure, however, and that is that the author 
submits evidence that is unimpeachable. This case 
history should rouse many Christians from their 
apathy. This reviewer would like to see this book 
widely circulated, not merely because it exposes 
one institution, but because it throws the search- 
light upon the trends of many educational institu- 
tions in America today. —John R. Richardson. 





“Understanding The Books Of The New Testa- 
ment.” Edited by Patrick H. Carmichael. John 
Knox Press, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. Price 
$2.50. 


There is presented in this volume a series of six 
brief studies, each a complete unit in itself, which 
are so related as collectively to make a complete 
survey of the New Testament. The purpose of this 
work is to provide a comprehensive and construc- 
tive guide to individual study for use in Bible 
classes in the Sunday School and elsewhere as a 
basis for several courses in the Standard Leader- 
ship curriculum as a rapid survey course for stu- 
dents in schools, colleges and theological semi- 
naries. 


This reviewer would like to call attention especi- 
ally to the last chapter in this volume on “Revela- 
tion.” Dr. James E. Bear has given us in this sec- 
tion a concise outline and statement of this most 
difficult book of the Bible. He finds that the closing 
book of the Bible gives these leading ideas: “God 
reigns; through the Lamb, God’s Kingdom will be 
established; sure judgment will fall upon the 
enemies of God; the people of God are under His 
special protection, and those who overcome will 
share the blessedness He has for His people.” Dr. 
Bear closes with this thought: “We may differ as 
to the interpretation of some of these symbols but 
we must agree that it is the beauty and perfections 
of the life of God’s people that are symbolized.” 


The brief survey of the twenty-seven books of 
the New Testament can serve as a helpful preface 
to the study of the New Testament itself. 

—Jorn R. Richardson. 





“The Greater Life And Work Of Christ.” By 
Alexander Patterson. Moody Press, 820 North La- 
Salle Street, Chicago 10, Ill. Price $3.50. 


This is not a life of Christ in the usual sense. It 
is not a review of the events of the earthly exist- 
ence of our Lord. There is a greater life and a 
larger work of Christ to which His life on earth is 
but a single chapter. This book is a study of Scrip- 
ture from the standpoint of the eternal Christ as 
the theme of Scripture and not the Christ of the 
Gospels only. It covers the whole Bible narrative, 
not in the attempt to mention all the details but on 


PAGE 13 


the great personages, events and crises through 
which the Person and Work of Christ are seen. The 
author believes that Christ’s place in Scripture is 
the center of all Christian doctrine. Every truth 
radiates from Him. This book, therefore, contains 
the outline of the Christian doctrine studied from 
the historical base-line of the eternal life of Christ 
and running concurrent with His work from the 
development of which they sprang. 





“Word Studies.”” By Kenneth S. Wuest. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $2.50. 


This volume is a study of the Pastoral Epistles— 
Timothy and Titus. Like the other books in this 
series, Professor Wuest makes effective use of an 
expanded translation by giving each Greek word, 
which is the key to the understanding of the text, 
its correct meaning as employed in the context. 
The author uses the Authorized Version and 
Nestle’s Greek Text. A complete index will help to 
find any passage quickly. 


“The Mighty Saviour.” By Arthur J. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. Price $2.00. 


Moore. 


This book contains ten sermons by one of the 
best known leaders in the Christian world today. 
Bishop Frank Smith calls these messages: “Models 
of evangelistic preaching probing the heart and 
calling for a verdict.”” The major purpose of each 
passage is to exalt Christ as the mighty Saviour. 





“Spiritual Revolution.” By Pierce Harris. 
Doubleday & Company, 575 Madison Avenue, New 
York 22, N. Y. Price $2.75. 


Dr. Harris believes that we are rushing down the 
self-same road to destruction that led in ages past 
to the downfall of Rome. He tells us that the signs 
are legion and in them we find deadly parallels be- 
tween our age and that of Rome. In this volume, 
he not only depicts the evils of our nation but chal- 
lenges Christians to do a better job of teaching and 
practicing genuine Christianity. 





“A Handbook For Presbyterians.’’ Prepared by 
the Lexington Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Va. 
Published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 
Price: Paper, $1.00; Cloth, $1.75. 


This book has been written to answer such ques- 
tions as: “How is our Church different from 
others?”’, “What do we believe and why?”, “What 
part can I take in the Church?”, “How may I be- 
come a better Christian?” The answers are simple 
and short. The ultimate aim, as stated in the intro- 
duction, is: “The single purpose of the book is to 
help us all to become good Presbyterians—and 
therefore good Christians.” 





“Discovering Wayside Treasures.”” By William N. 
Hutchins. The Judson Press, 1703 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. Price $2.00. 


As Dr. Hutchins leads the way, speaking quietly 
of the things that tell and reveal the greatness of 
life. somehow we are reminded of how Christ went 
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before His disciples along open ways, teaching them 
to observe and to believe because the Father Him- 
self loved them. It is the Divine art and method 
of the greatest Teacher that the author uses— 
taking the everyday things near at hand and letting 
them tell that God is near too. Interesting as this 
book is, it should be added that it is not always 
marked by Biblical discernment. It should be read 
with caution. 





“The Bible Story For Boys And Girls - Old 
Testament.” By Walter Russell Bowie. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price $3.50. 


These pages narrate the dramatic Old Testament 
stories. At times the author’s liberal presupposi- 
tions are evident. For example, on Page 14 we 
read: “And so we come in the Bible to the story of 
the flood. From the years far back, before the Bible 
was written, there had been handed down the tale 
that one time the earth had grown so wicked that 
there seemed nothing for God to do but to wash it 
clean and to start again.”’ Such a treatment would 
tend to create in the mind of the child that the 
story of the flood is merely folklore rather than a 
historical fact. It will be necessary for parents to 
select from these stories the ones that are free 
from a liberal bias. This book will never take the 
place of Mrs. Vos’ “Child’s Story Of The Bible.” 





“Park Street Prophet.’’ By Harold Lindsell. Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill. Price $2.25. 


Following a brief narration of Harold John 
Ockenga’s religious background and early Chris- 
tian experiences, the author tells of his ministry at 
the Park Street Church of Boston, Mass., and his 
important part in the organization of the National 
Association of Evangelicals. Pointing out Dr. 
Ockenga’s versatility, the biographer remarks that 
he has shown himself to be “one of the finest 
preachers and staunchest defenders of the faith 
this country has ever known—or the whole world, 
for that matter.’”’ Of special interest in this bi- 
ography is Dr. Ockenga’s interest in missions. 
When he began his pastorate in Boston, the Church 
he now serves had two missionaries. Today it has 
one hundred and ten on their list for support. 





“The Travail Of Religious Liberty.” By Roland 
H. Bainton. Westminster Press, Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $4.00. 


This volume presents the James Sprunt Lectures 
at Union Theological Seminary delivered in 1950. 
Dr. Bainton is a church historian of renown and he 
gives us in this volume stories of men burned at 
the stake, men exiled, men ostracized in the name 
of religion. Thus the author explains the struggle 
within the Christian Church to achieve religious 
liberty by telling in popular, biographical style the 
story of the sincere men—both persecuted and per- 
secutors—who took part in the struggle. This book 
is a strong plea for the philosophy of liberty which 
assumes a measure of variety of human behavior, 
honors integrity, respects the dignity of man, and 
seeks to exemplify the compassion of God. 





“Encyclopedia Of Illustrations.” By Henry Ward 
Beecher. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $5.95. 


Here are over twenty-five hundred of Henry 
Ward Beecher’s best illustrations. They are de- 
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signed to help those who speak to put their mes- 
sages across in the most impressive and efficient 
way possible. They point out and emphasize the 
great Bible truths in an unforgettable way. There 
are illustrations here for every type of message. 
Some are based on nature, others on well-known 
literature, but all are Bible-centered and Christ- 
honoring. Preachers, Sunday School teachers or 
ordinary lay speakers will find this big collection 
meets all their illustration needs. The volume is 
completely indexed by subject and title. 





“Good Times For God’s People.” By Marion Ja- 
cobsen. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.95. 

Here is a book which meets one of the most 
urgent needs confronting Christian people today- 
the problem of Christian recreation. The author, in 
trying to answer the question, ‘“‘What can a Chris- 
tian do to have a good time if he separates himself 
from the questionable practices of the world?” 
treats such subjects as: “Christian Good Times At 
Home.” “Sundays And Special Days At Home,” 
“Good Times For The Church And Sunday School,” 
“Women’s, Young People’s And Other Groups.” 
The author has succeeded in a genuinely whole- 
some way in making this a veritable encyclopedia 
of Christian recreation. 


“Obligations Of Christians.” By Harry Mc- 
Cormick Lintz, Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl. 
Price $1.00. 

This little volume discusses the Christian’s obli- 
gations within the household of faith. He says that, 
those who by a transforming spiritual birth have 
become new creatures, the sons of God, and joint- 
heirs with Jesus Christ must help each other. There 
are certain definite obligations which we have to 
these spiritual kindred of ours and they are clearly 
outlined in God’s Word. In sixty-one pages the 
author relates what these obligations are. 





“Ideas For Boys’ And Girls’ Parties.’” By Ken 
Anderson and Morry Carlson. Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $ .60. 

The purpose of this little book is to suggest 
ideas whereby one can provide parties for boys 
and girls which will help and mold their lives. The 
authors succeed in offering real help to prove to 
boys and girls that being a Christian is life’s 
greatest adventure. 





“Young People’s Programs In A Nutshell.” By 
Leslie Parrott. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $ .60. 

Each program given in this booklet is the mere 
essence of the idea. How the idea is developed and 
adapted to your group will depend entirely on your 
own imagination and initiative. 





“Indian Drums And Broken Arrows.” By Craig 
Massey. Zondervan Book Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $2.00. 

This book is the first prize winner in Zondervan’s 
one thousand dollar juvenile Christian fiction con- 
test. It has all the ingredients for exciting and ad- 
venturous reading-——war, Indians, Indian scouts— 
set in a locale of the Revolutionary War period. 
This book is one that youngsters will enjoy reading 
and rereading. 
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“The Drift Of Western Thought.” By Carl F. H. 
Henry. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


In this volume, Dr. Henry pictures the develop- 
ment of western thought from its classical idealism 
to its modern wasteland. He shows us the danger 
of the cultural collapse of western society should 
we continue to drift. It will be only through efforts 
such as this latest of Dr. Henry’s that Christianity 
will slough off the persistent drift to a chaotic and 
pagan culture. Anyone concerned with the present 
crisis should not miss this provocative volume. 


“The Pauline Eschatology.”” By Geerhardus Vos. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $5.00. 

Dr. Wilbur Smith has appraised this volume as 
“the only great work of Pauline eschatology in our 
language written in the twentieth century.”’ The 
author shows that both Paul’s Christology and 
sotierology are so closely woven with eschatology 
that the eschatology has as good a claim to a cen- 
tral place as have the others.”’ “To unfold Paul’s 
eschatology,” says Vos, “means to set forth his 
theology as a whole.” There has been included at 
the end of this volume, Dr. Vos’ learned essay on 
“The Eschatology Of The Psalter.” The author was 
for forty years a member of the faculty of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, where he held the chair 
of Biblical Theology, and this work represents the 
ripe fruit of a lifetime of sanctified labor. 


PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LITING — by J. 
Arthur Springer. Published by Moody Press, 820 
N. LaSalle St., Chicago 10, II1., price $3.00. 


Within this beek there is presented te the in- 
dividual, to the Bible class, to the Bible Institute 
group a course of instruction on the essential ele- 
ments of Christian ethics. The work presupposes 
the acceptance of the Bible as a standard for the 
conduct cf those who have placed their faith in 
Jesus Christ. ‘The book may strictly be called an 
intreductien to Christian ethics. lt: primary aim is 
practical rather than theoretical. ‘The author points 
out that Christian ethics is not fer the non-Chris- 
tian. Furthermore. he clearly states Christian ethics 
must be based on Christian dectrine as the bace and 
the foundation which give; both incentive and 
power. To have a system of Christian ethies truly 
Biblical, is his aim. The author is 
and a trustworthy guide, 


a safe teacher 


NOTES ON THE NEW TESTAMENT — 
JAMES JUDE be Alber’ Barnes. Published 
by Baker Book House, Grand Rabids, Mich., price 
$3.00. 

This commentary on the Seven 
Catholic Epistles. The canonical authority of the 
epistle is accepted. An introduction concerning the 
suthorshin, and an exposition of each of the epistles 
are given in clear and striking manner. This par- 
ticular volume is ene of the most valuable ef all 
Barnes’ works. We hizhly recommend 
this volume to all who desire to know more about 
this section of the New Testament. 


volume is a 


expository 
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WHAT OTHERS THINK 





The following is an excerpt from an unsolicited letter from the 
pastor of one of the largest Churches in the U.S.A. Presby- 
terian Assembly. 


December 8, 1952. 


“May I take this opportunity to express my warm 
and sincere delight in the stand you are taking in the 
Southern Church ... I pray that God may continue | 
to guide you and your group. to the end that the | 
Southern Church with its witness be not sacrificed on 
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the altar of organizational ‘unit. 
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If you have not seen the new booklet, “The Reason Why,” 
write and secure a copy—you will then want 100 or 1,000 for 
distribution. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION 
AND CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Denay, Secy. —— Weaverville, N. C. 
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